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U,ch,
Dear

Thank you for your email to ihe Prime lvlinistefs offjce seeking support for assistance
to people who lost their non-principal place of residences (NPPRs) in the
February 2009 Victorian bushfifes. Your email was referred to me for reply as it falls
within my fesponsibilities as the Parliamentary Secretary for Victorian Bushfire
Reconstruction.

First, allow me to take this opportunity to once again offer my deepest sympathies to
the people of the Marysville and the Triangle region, and to applaud the Marysville and
Triangle Development Gfoup for the hard wofk it has undertaken in the rebuilding of
the region. lam sure ihatthe effods of your community will lead tothe area
flourishing in years to come.

As you are aware, the Commonwealth has worked alongside the Victorian
Government and wofked closely with the Victorian Bushfire Reconstruction and
Recovery Authority and the Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund to provide assistance to
community groups and individuals affected by the 2009 Victorian bushfires.
The Commonwealth provided the Appeal Fund with charitable tax status, launched the
Fund with the Victorian Government and contributed an initial $2 million oonarron.

The Commonwealth has also made significant amendments to Federal taxation
legislation to allow the Fund to provide a range of assistance to those affected by the
Victorian bushfires if the Fund chooses to do so, including:

. extra payments up to $'15,000 for households in transitional housing;

. grants up to $10,000 for primary producers to restore their farms, including
fencing and help for farmers whose prlmary residences were owned by a trust
company and who were ineligible for donations;



. reimbursing those who performed a range of activities directly after the fires
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pr6uUing sanitation and removing dangerous trees;
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structuie to own the residence; and
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;oe iange of."omtunitv infrasiructure including halls' sponrng

orounds, small busrness aoviiory services, community and cultural events

and a retirement homes

The Fund has subsequently requested that the Commonwealth-consider amending

the taxation legislation further to p"*it in" Fund to assist NPPR owners without fear
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tn,;"n"ritable status of the Red cross which administers the Fund

It is estimaied that around 400 of the over 2.'000 hoI":9-"-*l:11T:s the bushfires

were NPPRs. The Commonwealtn acknowledges the.:o1:"'n:J, o-u-l1yt raised that
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comrnunitie" wirr not 5e rebuilt without the provision of

financial assistance.

ln response to this request' the Commonwealth sought advice aboul how the

i"rri""t""ftn t"r"tion legislation could be amended to allow the Appeal Fund to
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or the operation of the commercial insurance marKer'

After careful consideration, the Commonwealth considers that a collaborative

aoDroachtothisissueWilIbestensurethatanyassiStanceprovidedto_NPPRowners
;# #;;;A;il"n0 tu,s"t"o to ino"e mosi in need' while also-maintainins the

inteqritv of Australia's charltable tax laws so that people have confidence that thelr

ll;'"ii;";;;;i;lbuted in ac"ordan"e *ith donor and communitv expectations

The Commonwealth Government has' therefore' decided to establish-a taskforce to

##;wa"i;6;"aiown"r" oi NlbRs tnat were destroved in the February 2009

Victorian bushfires

ThetaSkforcewillbechairedbymyself,aSParliamentarySecretaryforVictorian
;;;h;;; R;;"ai,;"tion and the A'ssltant Treasurer' senator the Hon Nick sherry'
"r" ii,iit"""'i"1r,r"-t,ctorian eushtirJiLconstruction and Recovery Authoritv' it is

;#;; il;it;i;"riorc" wirr also comprise representatives of the

|lri["ri* e""'r-riirL nppeal Fund' the Austialian Taxation office and the

Commonwealth Treasury'

The first meeiing ofthe taskforce will be held on Fiday'21 May 2010

The Commonwealth remains committed to standing by bushfire affected communities

# ;;;;ij;;;t; th; victorian.covernment the private and

not-for-orofit sectors to nelp all or the affected communities rebuild

Yours Sincerely

iln f-re--
Bill Shorten


