
What is the Victorian Bushfi re Business Investment Fund? 

The Australian and Victorian Governments have established a $10 million Victorian Bushfi re Business 
Investment Fund (VBBIF) to encourage private sector investment and job creation in areas affected by 
the February 2009 Victorian bushfi res.

The Fund aims to restore and improve the business capacity of these areas and enhance economic 
development to ensure their sustainable future.

New and existing businesses will be able to apply for a share of the Fund for private sector capital works.

The Fund is designed to provide support for private sector investment in bushfi re affected 
communities to:

• develop business 

• stimulate post-bushfi re economic investment

• stimulate job creation 

Successful applications will demonstrate their ability to improve employment, business and economic 
opportunities in fi re-affected regions.

What funding is available?

Grant amounts will range from a minimum of $50,000 to a maximum of $4 million. Grant amounts 
requested cannot exceed 50% of the total capital cost of the project.

Access to funding will be subject to a competitive process, with applications closing on 30 June 2010. 

Which projects are eligible?

Private sector capital works which enhance economic development and create jobs in areas of 
Victoria affected by the February 2009 bushfi res are eligible for consideration.

What is not eligible?

Funding will not be considered for:

• Retrospective projects, where the project has already been completed or is already underway

• Ongoing operating costs or salary subsidies

• Projects requiring ongoing Government funding once completed

• Business relocations (must be expansions or new businesses)

• Projects undertaken by the private sector as a result of Government contractual arrangements

•  Projects requiring full funding where funding is normally provided from Government sources
(Commonwealth, State or Local)

• Feasibility studies, business plans, cost benefi t analyses and economic impact studies

• Utility connections to the boundary of the project site and other infrastructure external to the site
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Who can apply?

New and existing ABN-registered businesses seeking funding for projects located within the 2009
bushfi re-affected areas of the following Victorian municipalities:

• Alpine Shire 

• Baw Baw Shire 

• Casey City 

• Cardinia Shire 

• Colac-Otway Shire 

• Corangamite Shire 

• East Gippsland Shire 

• Greater Bendigo City 

• Hepburn Shire 

• Horsham Rural City 

• Indigo Shire 

• Latrobe City 

• Mitchell Shire 

• Mt Alexander Shire 

• Murrindindi Shire 

• Nillumbik Shire 

• Southern Grampians Shire 

• Whittlesea 

• Yarra Ranges Shire 

Guidelines and application forms

Copies of the comprehensive Victorian Bushfi re Business Investment Fund Guidelines and
the associated application form are available by calling the Victorian Bushfi re Information Line
on 1800 240 667. 

They are also available online at www.wewillrebuild.vic.gov.au.
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